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BUBJHCT ¥ Additiona)l eoonwmie indicators disdosed in electoral
campalrn statemis of Soviet leaders

1. In the past several days ii= sost proxinent Soviet pelitiocal
pergsonalities have mede pu lic statermnts as candidates in the 1h ¥aren
sloctions for tha Tuorese Soviet. inalyeis heas beoen mads of spowches
by Halenkov, Nolotev, Bulganin, Llawushchev, Voroshilov, Mikoyvan,
Shvernik, Perwukhin, Suslev, Prospelov, Shatalin and Ponomarenko.

2. ALl of the speakers discloped sconomic date covering diverse
sectors of aotivity. 411 of she infor ation presented has been pree
vigusly published in thke plan [ulfillmat report for 1953 e in the
agriceliural decrees relating to the expansion of grain, weet and
wegetable tion. P has comemted on these statistice in CIa/EE,
IN-383, "The Implieatione of the llew Soviet Fecnemic Foliey” and
Carrent Indelligence Weekly, 12 Fobrupry 199h, *Evaioetion of the 199}
Flan Folfillment Report.*

3, Although the housing stetistics provided in the spesches are
not new, they have been sssesdlod in & meaningful whole for the first
time, Upon this besis OBR includes 2 brief evalumation of developments
in housing.

, ke ALY of the mpeakers streesed the insdequacy of housing and
the wrgent meed tc alleviate the problem. They indisated thet in splie
of the 183 million square meters of housing constiucted since the end
of the war, an increassd rete of housing construction is required,

5. lo statisticr hove been issued in respect to incyessed goale
for housing consiruction and the allocstions necssaitated thereb-,
However, analysis of scattered ll irfornstion on pleans indicetes o
renge of intrespes of new housing for 1554 of 28 to 50 pereent over
1953, with & best estinate of sbout 33 pevesnt,

é. Housing conmtruction hes absorbed about 25 percent of ihe
total output of the Soviet costriciion industey in the postuar pericd.
it sppears that an over-all pian, whioh can ouly be suggested by the
information mewsented here, wrild demnd s incressed shers of the pe=

scuross of the construction industry,
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